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Abstract

The presence of more than 600 female daily wage agricultural workers in the main square of Delfan city, Lorestan province,
as a symbol of the inadequate employment situation, has attracted the attention of the media, civil society organizations,
and officials, and there is a fear that it could turn into a social or security crisis in the event of an unforeseen incident. The
aim of this article is to find the root causes of the phenomenon, for which the technique of "root cause analysis" was used.
Then, appropriate strategies were proposed based on the identified root causes. This study was an applied study and was
conducted using a qualitative research method. In the first stage, using a qualitative method, in-depth interviews were
conducted with 25 women agricultural workers and 19 experts and specialists in the fields of development, women, labor,
and agriculture. The study subjects were selected purposefully and with a clear sampling. The findings show that the most
important root causes common to women workers, experts, and officials were related to poverty, women's family status,
lack of attention from guardians to the issue, lack of jobs and alternative income, and a tendency to work flexible hours.
However, women workers emphasized more on the economic aspects and their sense of security while doing these jobs,
and other matters were in the next priorities. On the other hand, experts and officials focused on socio-cultural areas such
as the cultural challenges of transitioning from traditional and patriarchal culture as well as women's tendencies to demand.
Considering the fragmented, scattered, and superficial actions of related institutions and organizations at the national and
regional levels, the proposed strategies based on the findings indicate that there are appropriate capacities in the upper-
level laws of the Islamic Republic, including the Constitution, Labor Law, and development programs, to reduce the harms
of this phenomenon, but these strategies are mostly ignored with superficial and unexpert measures, which further deepens
the problems of this group of female agricultural workers.
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