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Abstract

The export market attractiveness of the petrochemical industry plays a pivotal role in increasing
Iran’s share in global trade, generating foreign exchange, and fostering economic growth.
Enhancing this attractiveness enables access to new markets, strengthens competitive
positioning, and creates sustainable opportunities for export development. This study aims to
evaluate and propose a model influencing the export market attractiveness of petrochemical
zones. The participants included 15 experts and professionals in marketing and commercial
affairs within the petrochemical industry, selected through purposive non-random sampling
until theoretical saturation was reached. Data were collected using semi-structured interviews
and analyzed via the grounded theory method using MAXQDA software. Based on the findings,
69 descriptive sub-codes were identified from the interview texts and categorized according to
the paradigm model of the grounded theory approach. These were organized into six main
components: causal conditions (market access, market size and growth, partnership
opportunities), contextual conditions (economic stability, socio-cultural conditions,
political/legal environment), central phenomenon (export market attractiveness of
petrochemical zones), intervening conditions (international sanctions, competitive
environment), strategies (infrastructure quality improvement, competitive advantage
enhancement), and outcomes (economic prosperity, export market development, and enhanced
competitiveness).
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