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Abstract

Limitation of liability, as one of the key institutions of maritime law, plays a pivotal
role in supporting the shipping industry, compensating victims, and facilitating global
trade. This article, with an analytical and comparative approach, examines
fundamental concepts such as the definition of "ship", "shipowner", "maritime
carriage contract”, types and origins of limitation of liability, its distinction from
similar concepts, theoretical foundations of civil liability, historical background and
importance of this institution, and its legal sources. A study of the domestic laws of
Iran, England, the United States, and China and international treaties (1924, 1957,
1976, and the 1996 Protocol) shows that the Iranian Maritime Law (1964) lacks
comprehensive definitions and coordination with modern standards. By analyzing the
common law, Roman-German and Islamic jurisprudence legal systems, this research
presents proposals for reforming Iranian maritime law, accession to the HNS and
Nairobi conventions, strengthening the compulsory insurance system and establishing
national liability limitation funds in order to improve Iran's position in the global
maritime legal system. Also, a framework for adapting liability limitation to
jurisprudential principles such as the no-harm rule is proposed.
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