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Abstract

Urban branding based on agricultural products, as one of the new approaches to economic
development and improving the competitive advantage of cities, plays an important role in
creating a distinctive identity and increasing the added value of products. The aim of the present
study was to design an urban entrepreneurial brand model based on agricultural products in
Dezful city. This study is applied in terms of purpose and descriptive-analytical in terms of
method with a deductive approach. Data were collected through a questionnaire and interpretive
ranking and analyzed using SmartPLS3 software. The statistical population included experts,
scholars, and scholars in the field of urban branding who were selected using a purposeful and
homogeneous sampling method and within a sample frame of between 15 and 30 people. The
research findings showed that the overarching themes including branding of agricultural
products, marketing, product packaging, vulnerability of agricultural product supply, and
customer orientation were confirmed as key and operational factors of branding. Also, the
organizing themes including export development, strategic management, and resource
development were confirmed as effective strategic factors. In addition, the basic themes of
strengthening and improving infrastructure, knowledge management, legislative reform, and
expanding competitiveness were identified as fundamental infrastructures for branding.
Overall, the results showed that urban entrepreneurship branding based on agricultural products
is a multidimensional and systematic process, the realization of which requires simultaneous
attention to infrastructural, strategic, and operational factors. This model can be used as a
practical framework for policymakers and urban managers to develop sustainable economic
and strengthen the competitive position of Dezful city.
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