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Abstract

This study aims to evaluate and propose an effective model influencing the export market
attractiveness of petrochemical regions. In the qualitative phase, the sample consisted of 15
experts and professionals in petrochemical marketing and commerce, selected through
purposive non-random sampling. In the quantitative phase, the sample included 99 senior
managers and export department managers from Persian Gulf Petrochemical Holding
companies, determined using Cochran's formula and stratified random sampling. Data
collection was conducted through semi-structured interviews in the qualitative phase and a
structured questionnaire in the quantitative phase. The qualitative data were analyzed using the
grounded theory method, while partial least squares (PLS) technique was employed for
quantitative analysis. Through coding and thematic categorization of the interview texts, 69
sub-themes were identified and classified into six core dimensions: (1) Causal conditions
(market accessibility, market size and growth, partnership opportunities), (2) Contextual
conditions (economic stability, socio-cultural conditions, political/legal environment), (3)
Central phenomenon (export market attractiveness of petrochemical regions), (4) Intervening
conditions (international sanctions, competitive environment), (5) Strategies (infrastructure
quality enhancement, competitive advantage improvement), and (6) Consequences (economic
prosperity, export market development, increased competitiveness). The results of model
validation in the survey phase indicate that the proposed model possesses acceptable validity.
Path coefficients and t-statistics for all research hypotheses were within acceptable levels,
confirming the hypotheses and supporting the model's reliability.
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