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Abstract

This study aims to develop an Interpretive Structural Modeling (ISM)
framework for enhancing local sustainable employment in Western Iran's Free
Zones, aligned with the 7th Development Plan. The research is applied in
purpose and employs a mixed-methods approach with an inductive-deductive
strategy. In the qualitative phase, components of sustainable local
employment improvement were identified through semi-structured interviews
with 19 experts (10 HR management professors and 9 organizational experts
from Free Zones), based on theoretical saturation. Data coding and analysis
using MAXQDA 2020 software yielded 14 core components. In the
quantitative phase, ISM was used to construct a hierarchical model. Self-
interaction matrices were employed to collect data, and MATLAB analysis
resulted in a seven-level structure. The most influential components were
economic tourism, political entrepreneurship, networking, and external
capacity building, while job-job fit and communication skills were the most
affected.
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