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Abstract

Poverty, as one of the most persistent developmental challenges, continues to be reproduced in
many developing countries despite decades of policy interventions and extensive resource
allocation. This study aims to conduct a comparative pathology of poverty alleviation policies
and extract policy implications for smart decision-making. The research employs a qualitative
approach and a comparative systematic review methodology, analyzing 29 selected studies
from reputable national and international scientific databases published between 2020 and
2026. Data were examined using comparative thematic analysis and systematic coding across
three levels of policy formulation, implementation, and evaluation. The findings reveal that the
success of poverty alleviation policies depends less on the volume of financial resources and
more on the interplay of three components: “intelligent design,” "participatory
implementation,” and "data-driven evaluation." Conversely, one-dimensional and income-
centric approaches, centralization, institutional fragmentation, weak monitoring systems,
reliance on cash transfers, and the absence of policy learning mechanisms were identified as
the most significant factors contributing to policy failure. The comparative synthesis indicates
that transitioning from traditional poverty alleviation models to efficient policy systems
requires three fundamental shifts: (1) from reactive to proactive policy-making, (2) from
hierarchical to network governance, and (3) from intuition-based to evidence-based decision-
making. Accordingly, the smart decision-making framework proposed in this study comprising
seven components: data-drivenness, participatory governance, policy flexibility, continuous
learning, empowerment, transparency, and equity-orientedness can serve as a foundation for
redesigning poverty alleviation policies in Iran and enhancing the effectiveness of supportive
interventions in disadvantaged areas.
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