Journal of Intelligent Strategic Management
\Vol(5), 283-314.
Bumara.ir
Identifying the components of professional competencies of

senior managers in entrepreneurial companies

Babak Rezaneiad Department of Public Administration, Isf.C., Islamic
J Azad University, Isfahan, Iran.
Department of Cultural Management and Planning, Isf.C.,

Saeid Sharifi * Islamic Azad University, Isfahan, Iran.

Hamid Department of Cultural Management and Planning, Isf.C.,
Davazdahemami Islamic Azad University, Isfahan, Iran.
Mehraban Hadi Department of Public Administration, Isf.C., Islamic
Peykani Azad University, Isfahan, Iran

Abstract

Introduction: In today's competitive and turbulent business environment, entrepreneurial
companies, as drivers of economic development, need manaaers who can quide the organization
towards arowth and innovation in conditions of uncertainty. Despite the vital importance of this
role, the existing knowledae aap reaarding the precise and multidimensional nature of the
competencies of these manaaers has created the need for systematic research to outline these
competencies and also determine their development path.

Methodology: The present study was conducted with the aim of identifying the dimensions of
professional competencies of senior manaaers in entrepreneurial companies. This study is
developmental-applied in terms of purpose; qualitative in terms of nature; and exploratory in terms
of approach. Data were collected through semi-structured interviews with experts and continued
until theoretical saturation (with 15 interviews) was reached. Data analysis was also conducted
usina thematic analvsis.

Findings: The results of data analysis led to the identification of 140 basic themes, 22 organizing
themes. and 6 overarching themes. These overarching themes include: “cognitive and strategic
competencies,” “leadership and human competencies,” “personal and motivational competencies,”
“executive and specialized competencies,” “contextual and environmental factors affecting
competency development,” and “paths and mechanisms for competency development.”
Conclusion: The findings of this study show that the competency of senior managers in
entrepreneurial companies is not a one-dimensional concept, but rather a complex structure and
network of individual, leadership, and organizational capabilities that are formed in interaction
with the external environment. By explaining the comprehensive competency model, this study
provides a strategic framework for organizations for the process of selecting, evaluating, and
designing manager development programs. The results also show that, regardless of the “contextual
factors" and "learning mechanisms", the development of individual competencies alone will not be
sufficient for the sustainable success of entrepreneurial companies.
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