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Abstract

Purpose: Public participation is recoanized as a fundamental pillar of good governance and
effective public policymaking. However, the policymaking system in Afghanistan continues
to face challenaes such as institutional weaknesses, limited citizen engagement, low public
trust, and inadequate participatory mechanisms. This study aimed to explain the factors
affecting public participation in policymaking and to develop and validate an empirical model
of these relationships.

Methodology: An exploratory mixed-methods design was adopted. In the qualitative phase,
the main constructs were identified throuah arounded theory based on semi-structured
interviews with experts. In the quantitative phase, the proposed model was tested using a
researcher-developed questionnaire and Partial Least Squares Structural Equation Modeling
(PLS-SEM).

Findings: The results indicated that governance reform, social and cultural capacities,
institutional and legal capacities, and governmental trust and transparency had significant
positive effects on the outcomes of public participation. In contrast, the direct effect of
stakeholder empowerment and participation was not statistically significant. The proposed
model demonstrated satisfactory explanatory power and model fit.

Originality/Value: This study provides a context-specific model of public participation in
policymaking by integrating grounded theory and structural equation modeling. The proposed
model offers practical insights for policymakers seeking to strengthen participatory
governance in Afghanistan.
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