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Abstract
Despite possessing port-related locational advantages, natural resources, transport and connectivity
infrastructure, and cultural capital, coastal cities do not necessarily achieve sustainable economic value
because of disconnects among management systems, spatial organisation, economic activities and
ecological requirements. This study aimed to identify integrated management capacities in coastal cities
and to formulate urban design strategies for economic value creation in Bandar Abbas. The study adopted
an applied orientation and an exploratory sequential mixed-methods design within a pragmatic paradigm.
In the qualitative phase, data obtained from semi-structured interviews and field observations were analysed
systematically, yielding 157 initial codes and five core categories: infrastructural integration and city—coast
logistics linkages; place-identity regeneration and the experience economy; natural capital and green—blue
infrastructure; participatory governance and equitable benefit distribution; and spatial adaptability and
experimental learning. In the quantitative phase, a researcher-developed questionnaire based on the
qualitative findings and theoretical framework was administered through cluster sampling to 384 residents
aged 18 years and over who had lived in Bandar Abbas for more than two years. The data were analysed
using the Friedman test, Pearson’s correlation coefficient and one-way analysis of variance. The findings
showed that economic diversification, infrastructure improvement and stakeholder collaboration were
assigned the highest priority. At the dimensional level, enhancement of social life, tourism and cultural
capital, and land-use management and optimisation ranked higher, whereas the ecological and economic
resilience and security dimensions ranked lower. Positive and statistically significant relationships were
observed among the urban design components, and the four specialist groups differed significantly in their
assessments of all ten components. Integrating the findings resulted in five strategies: establishing a
multifunctional city—coast corridor, creating an identity—experience axis, developing a green—blue network
and climate-resilient design, building participatory institutions, and establishing pilot precincts supported
by convertible infrastructure. The results indicate that economic value creation in Bandar Abbas cannot be
achieved through the isolated exploitation of coastal capacities; rather, it depends on coordination among
management, spatial organisation, economic activity, society and the environment. Accordingly, urban
design can serve as a bridge between integrated-management capacities and sustainable economic value
creation.
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